The role of the breast physician in the multidisciplinary breast centre.
The term breast physician was coined in Australia in 1990 to describe a female medical practitioner who is skilled in interpreting screening mammograms and the diagnostic work-up of women with symptomatic breast problems. The Australian Society of Breast Physicians was formed in 1990, and in 1995 became the Australasian Society to incorporate the New Zealand breast physicians. There is now a network of breast physicians throughout Australia who are involved in breast screening clinics or breast diagnostic centres. Thirty women doctors in the United Kingdom work in a similar role. The role of the breast physician is a new, exciting and challenging career option for women doctors. The authors believe that breast physicians have an important role in the diagnosis, treatment and follow up of women with symptomatic breast problems.